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VIII.—Notes on Various Indian Birds. 
By R. C. Beavan, Capt. Bengal Staff Corps, C.M.Z.S. 
(Continued from ‘ The Ibis’ for 1867, p. 455.j 

554. PuyLLoscorus TRISTIS. Brown Tree-Warbler. 

Procured at Umballah, 23rd of October, 1866. Length 4°25 ; 
wing 2°3125; tail 1:6875 ; tarsus ‘6875 ; spread of foot under- 
neath °875; bill from front ‘3125, from gape +4375. Referred 
to this species by Colonel Tytler, although my dimensions are 
smaller than Dr. Jerdon’s. 

Birds of the genus Phylloscopus are called  Phoochee ” by the 
natives of Maunbhoom. I have procured several other species, 
but have not been able to identify them. I believe I got 
P. fuscatus, P. lugubris, and P. nitidus in Maunbhoom, and P. 
viridanus near Barrackpore, but am not at all certain. 


564. REGULOIDES TROCHILOIDES. Median Crowned Warbler. 
Darjeeling collection, 1862. Two specimens. 


573. ABRORNIS ALBOSUPERCILIARIS. White-browed Warbler, 

This is apparently the species so abundant at Simla in May 
and June, where it is the only representative of the Phyllosco- 
pine observed by me. It frequents gardens, apricot-, apple-, and 
pear-trees, and other thick green foliage. Later in the season I 
observed it mixed up with large flocks of small Titmice. ‘“ Yel- 
low-breasted Warbler ” seems a more appropriate name for it. I 
have once or twice observed it close to the house in a thick clump 
of honeysuckle; and it is not at all shy. „The dimensions of three 
specimens are as follows :— 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Bill. Extent. 


June llth. 4°25 9-95 1575 75 4 5'5 
» I5tb. 425 2125 1:625 *6875 *4 6 
a 4°375 2:95 1:625 "6875 v 6°25 


581. SYLVIA ORPHEA. Large Black-capped Warbler. 

I procured my first specimen of this bird at Kashurghur, 
Maunbhoom, in March 1864, and it was the only one that I 
observed in that district; but I found it tolerably common at 
Umballah in October 1866, where it frequents the babool-trees 
(Acacia, sp.), creeping vout very silently, and, when disturbed, 
trying to sneak away into the thickest parts. 
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Specimens procured on 22nd October had no trace whatever 
of a black head, and were considered by Col. Tytler to be the 
young of the year; but in my opinion the state of the plumage 
was not sufficiently juvenile; and I think that the old birds 
adopt a different colouring according to the time of year, pro- 
bably putting on the black head as the breeding-scason ap- 
proaches*. The specimens just mentioned (A and B) may be 
thus described :—Ashy-grey above, pure white beneath ; olive- 
brown on the secondaries and flanks; bill and legs plumbeous ; 
irides yellowish-grey. They were moulting, the tail not being 
fully developed, but the white outer feathers beginning to show 
in it. 

A specimen (C), killed 27th October, was beginning to get a 
black head. It also was moulting, and was the first I had 
come across with any trace of the black plumage. Irides 
grey. 

A fourth specimen (D), killed on November 12th, had a fully 
developed black head, and its colours altogether of a brighter 
and purer hue than the specimens above mentioned, one of 
which was a female ; but the sexes of the others were not ascer- 
tained. 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Bill. Gape. Extent. 


A 3 2°75 937 625 ‘875 8°75 
Bi.. 675 3'06 2°75 875 625 875 9 
Or.. 6'87 812 3 ‘875 ie ie ao 
Die 712 3°06 275 ‘875 687 ‘9387 9°37 


582. Syrvra AFFINIS. _ Allied Grey Warbler. 

A bird found very abundantly throughout the station of 
Umballah in the cold weather appears to be referable to this 
speciest. It chiefly frequents tamarisk- and acacia-trees, and 
utters, when disturbed, a sharp “ titick.” Babool-trees form an 
especially favourite resort; and in these one frequently sees both 
this and the preceding species. My specimens agree fairly in 


* [That this view of the case is correct, there is probably little doubt. 
Cf. Von der Mühle, Monogr. Europ. Sylv. p. 48.—Ep. ] 

t Lord Walden, however, suspects it to be identical with the Common 
Whitethroat of England (S. cinerea), as Dr. Jerdon formerly considered 
it. See, however, Mr. Blyth’s remark on this point (Ibis, 1867, p. 28). 
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their measurements with the dimensions given by Dr. Jerdon, 
except in length, since none of mine exceed 5:5. It scems 
possible that Col. Tytler is mistaken in referring the Umballah 
bird to this species, instead of to S. curruca, with the description 
of which it agrees equally well. 


584. Henicurus (errore Enicurus) MacuLatus. Spotted 
Fork-tail. 

Several specimens obtained in my collection at Darjeeling in 
1862. I frequently observed it there in the valleys of the Great 
and Little Rungeet Rivers, and when crossing the Rummam 
River into Sikkim in the first expedition of 1861. At Simla, in 
1866, I again procured this bird, both the adult and the young 
of the year. Dimensions as follows :— 


Length. Wing. ‘Tail. Tarsus. Bill. Extent. 
May 30. Adult .. 10:875 4-12 5°62 P87 75 125 


imme 10. , .. ll 4:5 6 1:187 To i 
Young.. 925 4 45 1:06 62 11:5 


The last specimen wants the white frontal patch altogether, 
and is dark fulvous-brown on the whole head, neck, and back 
—parts which, in the fully adult, are jet-black and pure white; 
this brown colour extends-as far as the middle of the breast; on 
the belly and flanks it is slight, and mingled with white, which 
becomes much purer in hue on the lower belly, under tail-coverts, 
and rump. The white wing-band, also, is slightly tinged with 
brown. The bill and legs are as in the adult. 

On the 19th October, on my way down the hill, about thirty 
miles from Simla, on the cart-road to the plains, at some dis- 
tance from any water, I obtained a very fine specimen of the 
adult bird. It was clinging to the scarped side of the bank 
above the road, apparently feeding on some insects there. 


587. Henicurus SCOULERI. Short-tailed Fork-tail. 

I have come across this pretty little bird on two occasions 
only—first in Darjeeling in 1862, and secondly at Simla in 
June 1866, when a pair were brought in by my “ shikaree.” 
The dimensions of these were as follows :— 

Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Bill. Extent. 
g.. 562 2°75 1:87 87 437 8'875 
Q.. 55 2°75 1:87 "87 437 8°625 
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The plumage of the female is more dully coloured than that of 
the male. 

The legs and claws are fleshy white. Dr. Jerdon is evidently 
in error when he calls the former “ black.” 


589. MOTACILLA MADERASPATANA. Pied Wagtail. 

I only met with this Wagtail on the Cossye River in Maun- 
bhoom, in February 1865, where I found it tolerably common, 
in pairs, in the vicinity of rocks. It is doubtless to be found 
on the other hill-streams of that district. I was greatly struck 
with its song the first time I heard it. The male, seated on a 
rock in mid-stream, gave out one of the most delicious melodies 
that I have ever heard, particularly clear and sweet, and second 
to no other Indian songster, except perhaps Cittocincla macrura. 
In this species I did not observe the peculiar jerking motion of 
the tail, so characteristic of the English Wagtail. 


590. Moracttua tuzoniensis. White-faced Wagtail. 

This species is tolerably common by the banks of rivers in 
Maunbhoom, and has a pleasing song, which, however, wants 
the tone and execution of that of M. maderaspatana. 

Moulmein, Sept. 25th, 1865. I am inclined to think that the 
grey garb, described by Dr. Jerdon as the “ winter plumage” 
of this species, is the usual dress of the female, whilst that of 
the male is described by him as the “summer plumage ;” at 
least a pair first seen here to-day are so; they have only just 
arrived, and are in beautiful plumage. In what I take to be 
the female in cold-weather plumage, the breast-band only is 
black, the rest ashy-grey. I also observed this species at 
Barrackpore (P. Z. S. 1865, p. 695). 

At Mahasoo, near Simla, on the 29th Sept. 1866, I captured 
a fine pair in a clap-net. They were the first I had observed 
that season, and their dimensions were as follows :— 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Bill. Gape. Spread foot. Extent. 
Gen È 375 3887 ‘937 487 ‘687 1:25 115 
Q.. 02 35 36 ‘9387 437 687 1:25 10°62 


Both of these were in the grey or winter plumage. 
It is curious to observe with what regularity this species ap- 
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pears to arrive simultancously, or nearly so, in parts of India so 
widely apart as Simla, in the Alpine Punjab of India, and 
Moulmein, in Burmah. This will the better appear from the 
subjoined list of dates of its first appearance in different 
localities in various years as observed by the late Dr. Scott 
and myself :— 


1868. Uniiallah.............. Sept. l 
Hansi Tias 
fi) m OOS OG ” 
1864. Sunawur, near Kussowlie, l 8 pDr. Scott. 
R a # 
a eee ae First noted. 
R. ©. Bi @. ZS. 1805 
JETEN O CEEE pi ; 
pe Sea i p. 693). 
1865, Umballah.............. n a have been in 
some days.” Dr. Scott. 
„»  Moulmein, Burmah...... p 20. B.C, B: 
WECO: Unibelleh.............. yo LY Dr Scott. 
5  Mealinsoo;Simla ........ „s 20 Rac.: 


I collected a large series whilst at Umballah, in October and 
November 1866, as I was not at all sure whether the bird so 
abundant there at that time might not be M. dukhunensis ; but 
Col. Tytler pronounced them to be the present species. Accord- 
ing to Dr. Jerdon’s views on the respective distribution of the 
two species, it might be either one or the other. Of M. duk- 
hunensis he says that it extends into the North-west Provinces, 
Sindh, and the Punjab; and of M. luzoniensis, that it occurs 
chiefly in Northern India; so that he gives us very little assist- 
ance in ascertaining which is the species under review, which is 
certainly anything but “ solitary.” 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Bill. Gape.. Extent. 


AY 22+. 820 3°87 3°87 937 5 “75 11°62 
im ..., 825 3°62 ae, l 5 ‘75 11°5 
oo .... %5 35 3°62 875 5 "75 10:62 
Dr... FEO 362 3°62 ‘875 437 687 10°87 
ie ,. Zo 35 3°62 ‘875 T Fa 10:5 


A. Black head and breast for 1:5. DB. Iead less black, and breast for 
1:25. C. Dark grey head, and breast black for 1. D. Head grey, breast but 
slightly marked with black. E. Head grey, black crescent only on breast. 


These specimens were all killed on the same day, and clearly 
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show the great varicty that exists in the plumage of these birds 
on their first arrival in India. Dr. Jerdon says that most of the 
birds assume their summer plumage before leaving the country, 
which Dr. Scott has observed that they do about Umballah about 
the end of April*. 


592. CALOBATES suLPHUREA. Grey-and-Yellow Wagtail. 

Occasionally observed in the Maunbhoom district in 1864 
and 1865, but far from common. At Barrackpore, in 1864, I 
observed the first bird of the season on Sept. 29th, and at 
Moulmein, in 1865, on Sept. 16th. The late Dr. Scott first 
observed the species in 1862 at Hansi, on 7th October ; in 
1863 at Umballah, on Sept. 3rd; and in 1866, on 21st Sept., 
upwards of fifty in a flock. 


593. Bupyres viripis. Indian Field-Wagtail. 

This bird is exceedingly abundant at Barrackpore in the 
beginning of the cold weather. It associates with the herds of 
cattle feeding on the parade-ground, and is uncommonly tame, 
allowing a near approach. In Maunbhoom I observed the 
species only early in the morning in January 1865, feeding on 
open grass-land. At Moulmein, on 20th Sept. 1865, there 
were several on the grass-plot in front of the Commissioner’s 
Court, associating with Alauda gelgula. At Umballah, Oct. 20th, 
1866, they were very abundant, and frequently in company with 
Motacilla luzoniensis. On their first arrival in the country they 
exhibit every variety of plumage. 

594. Bupyres cirrrons. Yellow-headed Wagtail. 

Specimens first observed by me at Simla, early in September 
1866. 


596. Prrasres acrus. Indian Tree-Pipit. 

This bird is exceedingly common in the cold weather about 
Barrackpore, in bamboo-topes, and in Maunbhoom, amongst 
mango-trees. They invariably feed on the ground underneath 
the trees, into the lower boughs of which they fly up when dis- 
turbed. I do not recollect ever having observed this species out 
in the open. It has got the peculiar “ Wagtail” jerk of the 


* The length of the wing of M. dukhunensis is given by Dr. Jerdon 
(B. Ind. ii. p. 219) as « 83,” which is surely a misprint for 35, 
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tail. By the natives of Maunbhoom it is called “ Chancheeree,” 


or “ Chansceree ” *. 


599. CoryDALLA RICHARDI. Large Marsh-Pipit. 

Three specimens, brought in to me by my “shikaree” at Simla, 
July 1866, agree well with Col. Tytler’s specimens of this bird 
procured in the hills; but one or two shot at Umballah exhibit 
such a difference in colouring that I was at first inclined to 
consider them to be a distinct species. The following are the 
dimensions of an Umballah specimen (A), and of one (B) pro- 
cured later at Morar (Gwalior) :— 

Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Bill. Gape. Extent. 

es TG 3°75 3°37 1:06 “62 ‘87 a 

im... S 3°87 35 1:06 "62 93 12:25 

These specimens are dark brown, with rufous edgings to the 
wing- and tail-feathers; that is, two-thirds of the outer, and 
one-third of the next rectrices are dull rufous; breast and 
lower parts the same, lighter on the throat. The supercilium 
is also somewhat rufous. The species frequents dry and sandy 
cultivated land, or perfectly dry plains in which there are a few 
scattered bushes every here and there. I have never seen it in 
swampy ground, as mentioned by Dr. Jerdon. 


600. CORYDALLA RUFULA. Indian Titlark. 
Procured at Morar, December 1866. Dimensions as follows:— 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Spread foot. Bill. Gape. Extent. 
7°37 35 3 1 1:437 562 ‘812 11:25 
7 35 2:62 1 15 a si 10°75 


In the first specimen the tertials exceed the end of the closed 
wing by °25. 


* I noticed a species of Pipit, which I am nearly sure was Pipastes 
arboreus (No. 597 of Jerdon), feeding on the ground in my garden at 
Simla, in April 1866; but as I did not secure a specimen, I will not put it 
down separately. It did not stay for any length of time. I do not know 
a Titlark procured by me at Umballah on 24th October 1866, one of a pair 
feeding away from trees altogether. Col. Tytler referred it to P. agilis ; 
but its habits were apparently different. The dimensions are :— 
Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Spread foot. Bill. Gape. Extent. 

6:62 3:37 2:5 812 131 37 62 1076 
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605. AnrHus cervinus. Vinous-throated Pipit. 

I procured a single specimen of a Pipit referred by Mr. Blyth 
(J. A. S. B. 1863, p. 459) to A. rosaceus, Hodg.; and this is 
given by Dr. Jerdon merely as a synor yin of A. cervinus, Pallas. 
But it appears that A. rosaceus should probably be considered 
entirely a distinct species (Ibis, 1867, p. 32, note). 


606. HETERURA SYLVANA. Upland Pipit. 

My first specimen of this bird was brought to me at Simla, in 
July, by my native “ shikaree.” The whole of the under parts 
are dirty or fulvous white, paler towards the vent, each feather 
having a well-defined dark shaft, which gives a conspicuously 
striated appearance. This striation is perhaps most sharply de- 
fined on the flanks, and is caused by a dark brown shaft and 
line on each side of it. The ear-coverts are brown. The two 
middle rectrices are peculiarly pointed, and have their inner 
webs rufous. The rest are normal in shape, and, except the 
pair next the middle, which are wholly brown, have white tips 
gradually increasing in extent towards the outer pair, on which 
they are 1:5 in length. In this specimen the bill was flesh- 
colour, darker on the upper mandible; nostrils raised, un- 
covered ; rictal bristles very few, small, and weak ; legs light 
or yellowish flesh-colour; claws slightly darker. The second 
specimen I was lucky enough to see alive, and shoot, close to 
Simla, on August 2, 1866. I got it on the Mahasoo-road, near 
the small tunnel. It was put up off the low wall that skirts the 
road by my dogs, and, circling round, pitched again near the 
same spot on a stone, the colour of which it so closely resembled 
that I had some difficulty in making it out. 

Both when flying and sitting still, it uttered a low plaintive 
Pipit-like call, almost impossible to syllable. It decidedly ap- 
pears to me to be a Stone-, not a Grass- or Meadow-Pipit. It 
Was very tame, and allowed me to approach within twenty yards. 
I dissected this specimen ; it was a female, and its stomach con- 
tained Grylle and other small insects. Irides brown ; upper 
mandible horny brown; lower mandible flesh-colour ; gape 
yellow; legs flesh-colour, slightly darker perhaps than the 
lower mandible. Dimensions :— 
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Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Bill, Gape. Spread foot. 
3 (?). 662 3 275 1 5G 81 15 
@....7 3 25 93 5 75 15 
the hind-toc and claw of the female being ‘6875. According to 
Coloncl Tytler this species is not uncommon in the neighbour- 
hood of Simla. 


607. Cocnoa PURPUREA. Purple Thrush-Tit. 
Darjecling collection, 1862. One specimen. 


608. Cocnoa viripis. Green Thrush-Tit. 
Darjeeling collection, 1862. One specimen. 


609. PTERUTHIUS ERYTHROPTERUS. Red-winged Shrike- 
Tit. 

At Mahasoo, near Simla, in September 1866, in thick cover 
by the roadside, I found a single specimen uttering its peculiar 
call, which reminded me somewhat of that of the common Bull- 
finch (Pyrrhula vulgaris). The irides were of a curious dark 
grey ; legs flesh-colour, with brown claws; the bill has the 
ridge and tip black ; the basal half of the upper mandible below 
the nostril, and the whole of the lower mandible, bluish lead- 
colour. Length 6°625 ; wing 3°25 ; tail 2°375; tarsus 1:0625 ; 
spread of foot underneath 1°375 ; bill from front °5625, from 
gape °8125; extent 8°5. 


610. PTERUTHIUS RUFIVENTER. Rufous-bellied Shrike-Tit. 
Darjeeling collection, 1862. Two specimens. 


612. CUTIA nipatensis. Yellow-backed Shrike-Tit. 
Darjeeling collection, 1862. Three specimens. 


614. Liornrix LUTEUS. Red-billed Hill-Tit. 
Darjeeling collection, 1862. One specimen*. 


615. LIOTHRIX ARGENTAURIS. Silver-eared Hill-Tit. 
Darjeeling collection, 1862. Four specimens. 


616. Siva stricuLay. Stripe-throated Hill-Tit. 
Darjeeling collection, 1862. Three specimens. 


* Four specimens of this very elegant bird are now alive in the Gardens 
of the Zoological Society of London. 

+ [We are indebted to’ Lord Walden for pointing out to us that to the 
synonyms of this species should be added Garrulax felicie, Less: (Re Z. 
1840, p. 164), on the authority of Dr. Hartlaub (op. cit. 1845, p.1.)—Ep. ] 


N. SNOL. IV. G 
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617. SIVA CYANOUROPTERA. Blue-winged Hill-Tit. 
Darjeeling collection, 1862. Two specimens. 


618. Minus icNeotincta. Red-tailed Hill-Tit. 
Darjeeling collection, 1862. Two specimens. 


619. MINLA castTaneicers. Chestnut-headed Hill-Tit. 
Darjeeling collection, 1862. Two specimens. 


620. Minza cinerea. Dusky-green Hill-Tit. 
Darjeeling collection, 1862. One specimen. 


623. ĪXULUS FLAVICOLLIS. Yellow-naped Flowerpecker. 
Darjeeling collection, 1862. Five specimens. 


624. IxuLus occipiratis. Chesnut-headed Flowerpecker. 
Darjeeling collection, 1862. Two specimens. 


631. ZOSTEROPS PALPEBROSUS. White-eyed Tit. 

Procured once only in Maunbhoom, in the hilly country 
above Chalta, in January 1865. I found the species frequenting 
high trees and flowering creepers in moderate-sized parties. It 
is seen also in gardens about Umbuallah. 


Feb. 1866. Dr. Jerdon describes the legs as “ reddish horny ;” 


in a fresh specimen before me they are slate-blue. 

A very good specimen, procured at Simla on 18th June, 1866, 
has the dimensions as follows:—Length 4; wing a little over 
2; tail nearly 1°5 ; tarsus 5625; bill from front nearly ‘375 ; 
extent 5°75 ; bill above and at tip dark horny, below lead-colour ; 
legs light lead-blue, much lighter than the bill. This is a very 
elegant little bird, but ought hardly, I think, to be called a 
Tit. I should be inclined to place it as a connecting link he- 
tween the true Paride and, perhaps, Abrornis. Its note, when 
alarmed, or calling to its fellows, is a loud “ twee,” “ twee,” any- 
thing but a “ feeble twitter,” as described by Dr. Jerdon. About 
Simla it frequents thick umbrageous trees, apparently for the 
sake of the Phytophaga it comes across in them—such as oaks, 
walnuts, and in gardens plums and apricots. 


634. ANGITHALISCUS ERYTHROCEPHALUS. Red-headed Tit. 

Darjeeling collection, 1862. Three specimens. 

This species occurs at Simla in flocks of eight or ten, or more. 
They follow one another (like the English Long-tailed Tit) in 
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single file from tree to tree, keeping up an incessant low twitter- 
ing. I procured my first specimen there on April 11th, 1866. 
It differs from Dr. Jerdon’s description in the black eye-stripe 
extending quite round the nape, and being followed by pure 
ashy on the back; the upper tail-coverts are cinereous-ashy, and 
the irides are yellow, not brown, as stated by that author. 
Length 4°375 ; wing 2; tail (abraded) 2; tarsus °625; extent 
5:5; bill from front ‘5. In another specimen, procured on June 
29th, the black eye-stripe does not quite meet at thenape. The 
irides are bright yellow; legs dirty orange, or reddish brown, 
with the claws darker; bill black. Length 4125; wing 2; tail 
1:875; tarsus barely *625; bill from front ‘25, from gape ‘375 ; 
extent °575. 

638. LOPHOPHANES MELANOLOPHUs. Crested Black Tit. 

At Simla, April 20th, 1866, I found a nest of this species 
with young ones in it, in an old wall in the garden. I secured 
the old bird for identification, and then released her. The nest 
contained seven young ones, and was large in proportion. The 
outside and bottom consists of the softest moss, the nest being 
carefully built between two stones, about one foot inside the 
wall; the rest of it is composed of the finest grey wool or fur. 
Diameter inside 2°5 in. ; outside about 5 inches. Depth inside 
nearly 3; outside 3°625. A specimen in the flesh, killed on the 
29th of June, measured as follows :— Length 4°5; wing 2:5 ; 
tail 1:875; bill from front 375; extent 6°75. The bill is jet- 
black; irides brown; legs and claws dark plumbcous-blue. 
This specimen, in moulting plumage, has the head and throat 
dark brown, inclining to ashy, but a few shining black feathers 
appear here and there. 


641. LOPHOPHANES BEAVANI. Sikhim Black Tit. 

This bird, which Mr. Blyth did me the honour of naming 
after me, I found, as mentioned by Dr. Jerdon, on Mount Tong- 
loo, near Darjeeling, in 1862; but, T regret, I have recorded 
nothing of its habits. 


644. Parus monticotus. Green-backed Tit. 

Darjeeling collection, 1862. Four specimens. 

Simla, April 11th, 1866.—A specimen in beautiful plumage, 
G2 
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procured to-day, differs from Dr. Jerdon’s description m having 
a slightly defined yellow band round the back of the neck, below 
the white nuchal spot. The back is “olive green;” but the 
rump is pure ashy. The outer tail-feather on each side is 
white along the greater part of the outer web, and broadly tipped 
with white; the next two are also slightly tipped, but the rest 
not at all. 

At Simla, on May 4th, 1866, I found a nest of this species 
in the wall of one of my servants’ houses*. It contained five 
young ones, and was composed of fine grey pushm or wool, rest- 
ing on an understructure of moss. This wool I afterwards found 
out was gleaned by the bird from the sweepings of a thick 
carpet. Dimensions :— 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Bill. Extent. 
April 11th. 5°125 25 2:125 “75 375 T5 
May 10th. 525 2:625 2°125 e 375 75 


The description given above holds good for these specimens 
also, only that all, except the two middle rectrices, are tipped 
with white. This species has a loud call and queer attempt at 
a song. 


645. Parus cinereus. Indian Grey Tit. 

Dr. Jerdon says that this bird does not occur in Bengal, nor 
to the eastward; I however got a pair at Maldah in October 
1864. 


647. MACHLOLOPHUS XANTHOGENYS. Yellow-cheeked Tit. 

I procured several at Simla in 1866. Dr. Jerdon’s description 
of this species is not altogether accurate. The yellow super- 
ciliary stripe can scarcely be called “small ;” it is *75 im. in 
length, with a greatest breadth of :25. The tail is not “ black,” 
as the Doctor, in his first line, inadvertently states, but “ dusky- 
grey,” as he says further on, and (excepting the outer pair of 
rectrices, which have their outer webs and tips pure white) is 
tipped rather with dirty yellow than “white,” while the two 
middle pairs of rectrices are not tipped at all in the specimen 
before me. The rump is green tipped with ashy, the “ olive- 


* Walls in Simla are curiously constructed, of stone without mortar, 
strengthened with pine-wood beams every here and there. 


Remarks on Prof. Huxley’s proposed Classification of Birds. 85 


green ” extending only along the back. The outer primaries are 
“ white-edged ” on their outer webs only, which outer webs in 
the secondaries become bluish- or pearl-grey. This is also the 
colour of the middle pair of rectrices, and the outer webs of all 
the rest except the exterior pair, which, as stated previously, 
have them white. Both tail- and wing-feathers have black 
shafts. The cheeks, including the ear-coverts, sides of the neck 
and breast, are bright yellow ; abdomen and under tail-coverts 
yellowish-white. Irides dark brown; legs and claws light ver- 
diter-blue ; soles of the feet yellowish; bill jet-black. Di- 
mensions :— 


Length. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. Bill. Gape. Extent. 


June 2, 1866, A. 55 3 225 6875 4375 .. 875 
June 29, 1866, B. 5375 2875 22 6875 375 5 8:5 


This last specimen I shot in a walnut-tree at Annandale. The 
species is not nearly so common as Parus monticolus. 


649. MacutoLopnus spitonotus. Black-spotted Yellow 
mit. 

Darjeeling collection, 1862. One specimen. 

650. MELANOCHLORA SULTANEA. Sultan Yellow Tit. 

Obtained at Kyodan, Salween River, Burmah, August 14th, 
1865. Length 7; wing 3°875 ; tail 3; bill at front barely °25 ; 
tarsus 8°75, nearly; extent 11. Irides dark brown; bill greenish- 
black. It occurs in small parties in heavy tree-jungle, and is 


very noisy. (Cf. P. Z.S. 1866, pp. 551, 552.) 
[To be continued. | 


IX.—Remarks on Prof. Huxley’s proposed Classification of Birds. 
By Tue Eprror. 


Ow1Nne to the very liberal arrangements under which they may 
be procured, the ‘ Proceedings of the Zoological Society ’ are so 
generally accessible to the readers of ‘The Ibis’ that, in con- 
ducting this Journal, my predecessor and I have usually deemed 
it a work of supererogation to oceupy its pages with notices of 
the papers contained in the ‘ Proceedings ’—valuable and in- 
teresting though they almost always are. Looking, however, to 


